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GIVING WITNESS - In his
apostolic exhortation Vita
Consecrata, John Paul II invites
us to give witness by living the
Beatitudes, the values of the
Gospel and to witness that a world
without God cannot live. The
Beatitudes teach us to go against the
thinking of the world. They teach us to think and live according
to God. Meditating on the Beatitudes we are confronted with
the way God thinks as opposed to the world. Therefore, the
teaching of the Lord is totally new. We must welcome the
teachings of Christ and make them ours every moment.
Blessed are the Poor in Spirit- We must be detached from the
things of this earth or we cannot enter heaven. The Lord invites
us to spiritual poverty. Our heart should not be attached to
things. We can be materially poor but envy those who have
things, then, we are not spiritually poor. We are invited to
detachment from ourselves – our ideas, our ways of doing
things, our certainties, and from all that makes part of our
person. For love of God, we must deprive ourselves of
everything – self-love, pride, and all of our defects. It is a battle.
Poverty doesn’t stop with material things, but in continuous
liberty of ourselves. When we are rich in ourselves, we trust
ourselves more than God. Detach and make room for the Lord.
Rev. Fr. ELia Bruson, OFM Conv. 7/96

MARDI GRAS- Today is Mardi Gras or also known as Fat
Tuesday. It is a day in which we consume as much as we can
before we start the season of Lent.
At first it seems to make a lot of sense, because Lent is a time
of prayer and fasting and self denial.
The only problem is for many people in the United States and
other countries, everyday is Mardi Gras.
We have become a consumer society 24/7.
We consume everything from food to fashion to gadgets.
We consume alcohol, drugs, and sex.
We even consume relationships.
What we fail to see is that our cravings in reality are
consuming us! The consumer is the one being consumed!
Lent is a time of physical, emotional and spiritual freedom.
Through Prayer, Fasting and Self Denial we take back control
of our life and are no longer consumed by our cravings,
addictions and desires.
This Lent consume as much Prayer, Fasting and Self Denial as
one can and at Easter you will experience your own resurrection.
God Bless!
Rev. Fr Patrick Greenough, OFM, Conv. International Vice President of Militia
Immaculata, National President o f the Militia Immaculata, Minister
Provincial of St. Bonaventure Province, homily, March 4, 2014

KOLBEAN VIEW OF MARIAN CONSECRATION AS THE WAY OF
EVANGELIZATION–When Fr. Kolbe talked about the salvation of

souls, his concern for each and every soul, he was talking about
evangelization. He talked much about the “Divinization of man”
(a theme long prevalent in Franciscan thought). This is the ongoing
interior transformation that evangelization seeks to effect in
man. In Fr. Kolbe’s thought, Mary is at the heart of this
divinization process, because of her special relationship to the
Holy Spirit in the economy of grace. She is thereby at the heart
of the evangelization thrust of the Church. That is her great,
ongoing mission. Fr. Kolbe proposed a spirituality of “Total
Consecration to Mary” as the ideal means through which men
and women can collaborate with Mary and the Holy Spirit in this
evangelization mission. This spirituality of Marian consecration
is the essential condition of membership in the Knights of the
Immaculata Movement, and is the vital key to the movements
evangelization program. What makes the M. I. unique is that it
pursues evangelization exclusively through the Immaculate.
Once we are consecrated to her totally, our own ministry of
evangelization becomes completely synchronized with hers--we
become identified with her, fused with her, so that she
evangelizes through us, further fostering the Kingdom of her
Son. In this Kolbean vision, total consecration to Mary is not an
end in itself; rather it is the necessary pre-requisite to the work
of evangelization (which is the ultimate purpose of the M.I.).
Of course, Fr. Kolbe recognized that there are ways to
evangelize that are not explicitly Marian, even though he
realized with the Church that every work of evangelization is
implicitly Marian by reason of her inseparable work with the
Holy Spirit. Fr. Kolbe saw that an explicitly Marian way
facilitated the work, and even more so had the effect of
heightening the personal dimension in the program of
evangelization. This last point is really significant. It lets us see
each “Knight” (lay as well as religious) as an individual
“instrument” with a personal mission in the Church. From the
humblest elderly washerwoman to the most erudite theologian,
the ”knight” makes personal contact – soul to soul—with family,
friends, acquaintances, sometimes strangers each day, bearing
witness to the Gospel and to the vitality of his or her own living
faith. This is the most basic type of evangelization that Fr. Kolbe
saw as essential for the Church: person to person. Pope Paul
VI stressed the importance of this personal dimension as
indispensable to the work of evangelization: “In the long run, is
there any other way of handing on the Gospel than by
transmitting to another person one’s personal experience of
faith?” Fr. Kolbe saw the underlying strength of each person’s
involvement in this type of evangelization as grounded in his or
her “Total Consecration to Mary.” Rev. Fr. Bernard Geiger, OFM CONV
1975

We might think that this "way" of poverty was Jesus’ way, whereas we who come after
him can save the world with the right kind of human resources. This is not the case. In
every time and place God continues to save mankind and the world through the poverty of
Christ, who makes himself poor in the sacraments, in his word and in his Church, which is a
people of the poor. God’s wealth passes not through our wealth, but invariably and
exclusively through our personal and communal poverty, enlivened by the Spirit of Christ.
In imitation of our Master, we Christians are called to confront the poverty of our
brothers and sisters, to touch it, to make it our own and to take practical steps to alleviate
it. Destitution is not the same as poverty: destitution is poverty without faith, without support, without hope.
There are three types of destitution: material, moral and spiritual. Material destitution is what is normally called
poverty, and affects those living in conditions opposed to human dignity: those who lack basic rights and needs
such as food, water, hygiene, work and the opportunity to develop and grow culturally. In response to this
destitution, the Church offers her help, her diakonia, in meeting these needs and binding these wounds which
disfigure the face of humanity. In the poor and outcast we see Christ’s face; by loving and helping the poor, we
love and serve Christ. Our efforts are also directed to ending violations of human dignity, discrimination and
abuse in the world, for these are so often the cause of destitution. When power, luxury and money become idols,
they take priority over the need for a fair distribution of wealth. Our consciences thus need to be converted to
justice, equality, simplicity and sharing.
No less a concern is moral destitution, which consists in slavery to vice and sin. How much pain is caused in
families because one of their members – often a young person - is in thrall to alcohol, drugs, gambling or
pornography! How many people no longer see meaning in life or prospects for the future, how many have lost
hope! And how many are plunged into this destitution by unjust social conditions, by unemployment, which
takes away their dignity as breadwinners, and by lack of equal access to education and health care. In such
cases, moral destitution can be considered impending suicide. This type of destitution, which also causes
financial ruin, is invariably linked to the spiritual destitution which we experience when we turn away from God
and reject his love. If we think we don’t need God who reaches out to us through Christ, because we believe we
can make do on our own, we are headed for a fall. God alone can truly save and free us.
The Gospel is the real antidote to spiritual destitution: wherever we go, we are called as Christians to
proclaim the liberating news that forgiveness for sins committed is possible, that God is greater than our
sinfulness, that he freely loves us at all times and that we were made for communion and eternal life. The Lord
asks us to be joyous heralds of this message of mercy and hope! It is thrilling to experience the joy of spreading
this good news, sharing the treasure entrusted to us, consoling broken hearts and offering hope to our brothers
and sisters experiencing darkness. It means following and imitating Jesus, who sought out the poor and sinners
as a shepherd lovingly seeks his lost sheep. In union with Jesus, we can courageously open up new paths of
evangelization and human promotion.
Dear brothers and sisters, may this Lenten season find the whole Church ready to bear witness to all those
who live in material, moral and spiritual destitution the Gospel message of the merciful love of God our Father,
who is ready to embrace everyone in Christ. We can do this to the extent that we imitate Christ who became
poor and enriched us by his poverty. Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what
we can give up in order to help and enrich others by our own poverty. Let us not forget that real poverty hurts:
no self-denial is real without this dimension of penance. I distrust a charity that costs nothing and does not hurt.
May the Holy Spirit, through whom we are "as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing everything" (2 Cor 6:10), sustain us in our resolutions and increase our concern and responsibility for
human destitution, so that we can become merciful and act with mercy. In expressing this hope, I likewise pray
that each individual member of the faithful and every Church community will undertake a fruitful Lenten
journey. I ask all of you to pray for me. May the Lord bless you and Our Lady keep you safe.
From the Vatican, 26 December 2013 Feast of Saint Stephen, Deacon and First Martyr

FRANCISCUS

“The Christian world is shocked by this news, dear Children,”
Maximilian said to his friars.The news reports that on Wednesday,
December 16th, the Bolshevik government completely destroyed
the beautiful Redeemer Church in Moscow and plans to build a
palace for the Soviet Party on the site. On my trips through the
Soviet Union and while waiting for my connecting train in
Moscow, I looked about the city, walked through the parks and
left behind many miraculous medals in the Bolshevik capital
because I’m convinced that one day even this center of ideological
atheism will be won for the Immaculata. To counter this sad news
coming from Moscow, we have good news from Rome. On this
day, Albert the Great [1193-1280], Doctor Universalis, was named
Doctor of the Church. Because of his most piously expressed
desire, we in the Militia Immaculata feel a special bond with
Albert the Great, the mentor of St. Thomas Aquinas. Albert wrote:
O, Lord, I desire my entire personality to be formed according to
Thy most beloved will. Albert taught that faith and knowledge
complement; that knowledge is based on understanding, but faith
is based on an act of the will and illumination from God. Natural
reason may lead us to the recognition of the existence of God, but
knowledge concerning the incarnation of God in Christ Jesus and
the resurrection can be arrived at by faith only. Let us thank God
for the rich heritage which the Doctor Universalis has bequeathed
to our Church.” Mary’s Knight Claude R. Foster pgs. 401-2

We all know that mothers are the best teachers. But Mary Most
Holy, Our Blessed Mother, is the Mother of Mothers and the Teacher
of teachers. She doesn’t waste words. With God, she gave us THE
WORD—and that is enough!
She only ever gave us one assignment: “Do whatever He tells
you. (Jn 2:15)” Our homework is to “ponder” in our hearts .
“Do whatever He tells you!” With these words, our Immaculate
Mother lays out her whole curriculum: The will of God – the Course
of study in Holiness. Those who master and complete it become
saints – they reach the perfection for which they were created and
redeemed.
Love is at the very heart of holiness. The fulfillment of God’s Will is love. All of holiness and perfection and sanctity
consists of union of our will with the will of God. This union with God’s will (like a medal) has two sides or aspects, one
active, and the other, passive. Active union with God’s will means “doing what God wants.” Passive union with God’s
wills means “wanting what God does.”
We are not always good listeners – so our Blessed Mother shows us through an incredible teaching aid – the Medal of
the Immaculate Conception, which we call the Miraculous Medal. The front of the medal depicts the active phase of
holiness, and the back of the medal teaches about the passive phase of holiness.
The School of Mary is the school God the Father chose for His Son, Jesus. What did Jesus learn? The Scriptures
mention only one thing: Son though He was, Jesus learned obedience. Our first parents, Adam and Eve, didn’t have a
mother, and obedience was where they failed. To enroll in Mary’s school, we need only to make an Act of Total
Consecration to Mary. With God’s blessing, she will do the rest.
Sister Carolyn Mary Cossack, SMMI

Brother Camillus Delude,
OFM Conv. dies on Feb 26th,
2014. Br. Camillus was part
of the founding Friars at
Marytown. Marytown began
at Kenosha, Wisconsin, and
Brother was part of the
original crew to publish the
Immaculata Magazine. After
Marytown,
moved
to
Libertyville, Il, Br. Camillus
continued to work on the
press apostolate. As time
physical Iimitations increasing
and was diagnosed with Lou
Gehrigs Disease. He enrolled
as a Knight at the Foot of the
Cross, where he offered all his sufferings for the benefit of the work of
the Militia Immaculata. Br. Camillus died on February 26th and his
funeral was scheduled for March 3rd at 10 am at Marytown. For many
years, I had observed Br. Camillus in his wheelchair at Marytown and
met him a few times. In recent years he was sent to be cared for at
the Little Sisters of the Poor. Since the MI board meeting was
scheduled from Mar3-7th including travel time, I had a flight scheduled
for March 3rd to arrive at Chicago, OHare at 9:10 am. On Saturday,
there was big news that a huge snowstorm was coming and probably
all flights would be cancelled. This was confirmed by our travel agent
who said she would call me Sunday morning if there was any such
notice. She was told that prayerful intercession for change in the
weather pattern would be made through Br. Camillus whom I believed
to have been a holy Friar. When she called on Sunday morning she
said, “Sister I do not know what has happened but it seems the storm
is not going to be so bad and your flight is still taking off.” On Monday
morning, I drove to the airport and parked the car and the shuttle took
me to the terminal. There was no one at the terminal, no traffic early
Monday morning!! That was not normal! The man who drove the
shuttle took my belongings out of the van and said all the flights are
cancelled. I just looked at him in great surprise because there was no
snow anywhere, etc. He said, “What are you flying Sister?” I said,
“United.” He said, “That is the only flight taking off.” There was one
other flight taking off to Florida, but the terminal was empty except for
the people from these two flights. I arrived in Chicago and was picked
up at 9:30 am and we got to the funeral of Br. Camillus in time for the
Gospel. It was a great celebration of his life, and a grace-filled week
at the MI National Board meeting. One thing that the Board agreed
upon was to make an effort to promote the Knights at the Foot of the
Cross, extending it to nursing homes, hospice, or other settings where
suffering can be harnessed as redemptive. SMMI

MI NATIONAL BOARD Meeting – The MI
National Board met in Marytown from March 46th. The focus of the board meeting was to
commit to being available to Militia Immaculata
members throughout the country. Plans were
discussed to 1) increase communication efforts,
2) promote Knights at the Foot of the cross as a
spiritual foundation for the work of the MI, 3) work
on the administrative structure that include the voice of members, 4)
promote media development, 5) project plans for the anniversary of
the founding of the MI and the 75th anniversary of St. Maximilian’s
death.
M. I. LIFE- Under the Mantle of Mary:
The RESPECT Life Office of the Diocese of Bridgeport,
consecrated their work to the Immaculate this past month on
Thursday February 27th. Maureen Ciardiello,the Sisters and a
Parishioner of St. Mary’s Parish in Stamford, prayed a prayer of
consecration for the office and all its work, consecrating it to the
Immaculate. The intention was for protection and guidance from Our
Lady in striving to preserve life at all stages.
PHYSICIAN ASSISTED SUICIDE BILL HB 5326 HEARING SET
FOR MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2014! For news and resources, please
go to: - Connecticut Catholic Public Affairs Conference:
www.ctcatholic.org
- The Family Institute of Connecticut: www.ctfamily.org
Lenten Vigil Plan: During the Saturdays of Lent (3/8 thru 4/12/2014)
ProLife people will be praying the Rosary at 8:30 AM in front of the
Summit abortion facility, 3787 Main Street, Bridgeport.
On Wednesdays Prolife people at the Planned Parenthood abortion
facility, 1039 E. Main Street, Stamford anytime from 7 AM to 10 AM,
which is when abortions are performed there. Following this there is a
Holy Hour for Life at the Holy Name of Jesus Chapel, 305
Washington Blvd., Stamford from 11-12noon. This is followed by Holy
Mass at the Church at 12:15 pm

Coloring Pages March The Annunciation Stations of the Cross

MEDITATION FOR FIRST SATURDAY The
Annunciation: In this mystery the Angel Gabriel greets
Mary, calling her: “Full of Grace” (Lk1:28). This
particular title, chosen by God, has been used by the
Church to help demonstrate that Mary was
Immaculately conceived – for if she is full of grace,
there can be no room for any sin in her whatsoever. She is t he
Immaculate Conception. Thus, in honoring this mystery we make
reparation for blasphemies against the Immaculate Conception.
www.sicutincaelo.org

Our chapel and prayer schedule at
Holy Name of Jesus Convent, 305 Washington Blvd., Stamford, CT 06902
(203) 323-4546 until 8PM
Weekday chapel schedule: 7:30 AM Rosary, 8:00 AM Mass
Holy Hour for Life – Every Wed 11-12 Mass in Church at 12:15PM
Holy Hour to pray for priests, religious and vocations – 2nd Fri at 7PM
MI meeting – 3rd Sunday of the month -4PM – 6PM Children welcome!
www.sistersminormi.org

40 Hours Devotion Holy Name Parish – Holy Name of Jesus parish
had 40 Hours Eucharistic adoration at the parish from March 7 to 9 th.
On Friday evening with a full church as the
Blessed Sacrament was exposed after evening
Mass the Church was completely silent for about
20 minutes as adoration of Jesus present in the
Church took place. On Saturday, Bishop Frank
Caggiano celebrated Holy Mass and installed Fr.
Pawel Hrebenko, as pastor of the parish.
Following the Mass, there was a reception for all
those who participated in the celebration with
Eucharistic adoration following the event. The closing ceremony was
on Sunday afternoon at 4:30 pm with Holy Mass and Eucharistic
procession. Great blessings for the parish.

