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THE TRANSFIGURATION ICON FOR CONSECRATED PERSONS - The

episode of the Transfiguration is a preparation for the Passion
of Christ. It is an invitation for all those called to the apostolate
not to be discouraged by difficulties. The Church contemplates
the transfigured Face of Jesus to confirm us in faith and so we
won’t be frightened by the suffering of Jesus on the Cross. We
hear the words of the Father, “This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I
am well-pleased. Listen to Him” (Mk 9:7) The Transfiguration is
not only the revelation of Christ’s glory but also a preparation for
facing Christ’s cross. It involves both “going up the mountain,”
and “coming down the mountain”. It helps us understand the
depth of our vocation. Consecrated persons are called not only
to welcome the reign of God but also to make Christ the
meaning of our own life, and to try to produce as much as
possible the way of life Jesus has taken upon Himself. We make
visible Christ Who became man for us. He was made visible to
His contemporaries. We become those who make Him visible
today. Rev. Fr. ELia Bruson, OFM Conv. Conference on Vita Consecrata

THE MI: IN THE ♥ OF THE CHURCH - When the Pontifical
Council for the Laity in Rome approved the statutes for the
Militia of the Immaculate in 1998, it declared that the mission
of the MI was identical with the mission of the Church. Only two
other movements has the Church declared their mission the
same as the mission of the Church. This statement places the
MI and all of its members at the heart of the Church.
The MI is not some new movement, or some Idea concocted by
St. Maximilian. Rather, it is at the heart of the teaching and the
mission of the Church, for the MI is conceived in the heart of the
Virgin Mary as the Son of God was conceived in her. This means
that the MI and every member are brought to birth by Mary to
proclaim the Kingdom of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We are
protected and loved by her and the Church in a special way, and
we are to return that same love to them, for “to those who have
received much, much will be expected.” As members of the MI,
we therefore above all else, are called to love the Virgin Mary
and the Church. To be in the heart of the Church means to keep
the Church in our heart, as well. We must listen to the Church
and be obedient to the Church’s teachings as a child listens to
and is obedient to its mother.
Know that in all of our journeys through life, every member of
the MI is never far from Jesus, for we are conceived and carried
in the heart of His mother, The Virgin Mary, and his Bride, the
Church.
Rev. Fr. Patrick Greenough OFM Conv. International MI Vice President,
National MI President Immaculata Magazine, May/June 1998

ON THE 15TH OF THIS MONTH holy Church, celebrating the

Assumption of the Most Blessed Virgin, sings exultantly, “Mary

is taken up into heaven, let the angels rejoice, praise and bless
the Lord!” Even without wishing to do so, on such a day we try

to picture in our imagination the paradise which we long for so
much. However, in spite of our efforts, we are not satisfied….
[The] reality is that,in paradise, things [will be] entirely different
from anything we can imagine.
…The creatures that surround us, even the most beautiful and
attractive ones, are limited from every point of view. Here
below, there does not exist an infinite or immutable beauty.
Nothing we see, feel, or experience fully satisfies our desires.
We want something more than this, but this “more” does not
exist. We wish it would last longer, but here below the end
always and inexorably comes. In heaven it will be just the
opposite. There the good and the beautiful is God Himself, and
our happiness will be without end. So the difference is
absolutely infinite.
…St. Paul, declares, “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor

has it entered into the heart of man what things God has
prepared for those who love Him” (1 Cor 2:9). This description

comes close to the truth, because it shows the infinite
difference between our notions of paradise and the reality.
…[Everyone can experience a foretaste of heaven.] All he
needs to do is to go to confession with sincerity, diligence, a
deep sorrow for his sins, and a firm resolve to amend his life.
Let everyone seek to come and receive Jesus in the Holy
Eucharist with proper preparation. Let him never permit his soul
to remain in sin, but let him purify it immediately. Let him do his
duty manfully. Let him address humble and frequent prayers to
God, especially through the hands of the Immaculate Virgin. Let
him welcome his brethren with a charitable heart, bearing for
God’s sake the sufferings and difficulties of life. Let him do
good to all, even his enemies, solely for the love of God, and not
in order to be praised or even thanked by men. Then he will
come to understand what it means to have a foretaste of
paradise; and perhaps more than once he will find peace and
joy even in poverty, suffering, disgrace, or illness.
…In reality, it is not easy to rule oneself in the way we
described above in order to win this happiness, but let us not
forget that whoever asks the Immaculate for this grace with
humility and perseverance will surely obtain it, because she
cannot refuse us anything, nor can God deny her anything.
#1065 St. Maximilian Kolbe August 1924 Kolbe Reader pg 31-34

The episode of the Transfiguration of Christ is
unanimously attested by the Evangelists Matthew,
Mark and Luke. There are two essential elements: first
of all, Jesus leads the disciples Peter, James and John
up a high mountain and there “He was transfigured
before them” (Mk 9:2) and His face and His garments
shone with dazzling light while Moses and Elijah
appeared beside Him; the second, a cloud
overshadowed the mountain peak and from it came a
voice saying: “This is My beloved Son; listen to Him”
(Mk 9:7). Thus, light and the voice: the divine radiance
on Jesus’ face, and the voice of the heavenly Father
that witnesses to Him and commands that He be
listened to.
The mystery of the Transfiguration must not be
separated from the context of the path Jesus is
following. He is now decisively oriented to fulfilling His
mission, knowing all too well that to arrive at the
Resurrection He must pass through the Passion and
death on the Cross. He had spoken openly of this to His
disciples; but they did not understand. On the contrary
they rejected this prospect because they were not
reasoning in accordance with God, but in accordance
with men (cf. Mt 16:23).
It is for this reason that Jesus takes three of them with
Him up the mountain and reveals His divine glory, the
splendor of Truth and of Love. Jesus wants this light to
illuminate their hearts when they pass through the
thick darkness of His Passion and death, when the folly
of the Cross becomes unbearable to them. God is light,
and Jesus wishes to give His closest friends the
experience of this light which dwells within Him.
After this event, therefore, He will be an inner light
within them that can protect them from any assault of darkness. Even on the darkest of nights, Jesus is the lamp that never goes out.
St Augustine sums up this mystery in beautiful words, he says: “what this sun is to the eyes of the flesh [Christ] is to the eyes of the
heart” (Sermones 78, 2: PL 38, 490).
We all need inner light to overcome the trials of life. This light comes from God and it is Christ who gives it to us, the One in whom the
fullness of deity dwells (cf. Col 2:9). Let us climb with Jesus the mountain of prayer and, contemplating His face full of love and
truth, let us allow ourselves to be filled with His light. Let us ask the Virgin Mary, our guide on the journey of faith, to help us to live
out this experience.
Benedict XVI Angelus, St. Peter’s Square, Sunday 4 March 2012
We believe in God Who is creator of the flesh; we believe
in the Word made flesh in order to redeem the flesh; we
believe in the resurrection of the flesh, the fulfillment of both the creation and the redemption of the
flesh. By death, the soul is separated from the body; but in the resurrection, God will give
incorruptible life to our body, transformed by reunion with our soul. Just as Christ is risen and lives
forever, so all of us will rise at the last day. "We believe in the true resurrection of this flesh that we
now possess" (Council of Lyons II: DS 854). We sow a corruptible body in the tomb, but he raises up an
incorruptible body, a "spiritual body" (cf ⇒ 1 Cor 15:42-44). As a consequence of original sin, man must
suffer "bodily death, from which man would have been immune had he not sinned" (GS # 18). Jesus, the
Son of God, freely suffered death for us in complete and free submission to the will of God, His Father.
By His death He has conquered death, and so opened the possibility of salvation to all men. CCC 10151019 There are twelve articles of our Catholic Faith and they are listed within the Apostles Creed. Each month for the Year of Faith we will indicate one of the
articles along with a passage from the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC). There are links for the Scripture references to the Vatican website.

From today, the Church wishes to give the title of Saint to a man who was
enabled to carry out absolutely, literally, the above words of the Redeemer.
For, towards the end of July 1941, when the camp commandant ordered
the prisoners destined to die of starvation to be lined up, this man,
Maximilian Maria Kolbe, offered himself spontaneously, and said that he was
ready to go to death in the place of one of them. This readiness was
accepted, and after more than two weeks of torment caused by starvation,
Father Maximilian’s life was ended with a lethal injection on August 14, 1941.
All this happened in the concentration camp at Auschwitz, where, during
the last war, some four million people were put to death. Father Maximilian
Kolbe, himself being a prisoner of the concentration camp, defended, in that
place of death, the right to life of an innocent man, one of the four million.
This man Franciszek Gajowniczek is still living and is here among us.*
Father Kolbe defended his right to life, declaring that he was ready to go to
death in his place, because he was the father of a family and his life was
necessary to his dear ones. Father Maximilian Maria Kolbe thus reaffirmed
the Creator’s exclusive right to life of an innocent man, and bore witness to
Christ and to love. For the Apostle John writes: “By this we know love, that
He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren” (1 Jn 3:16). By laying down his life for a brother, Father Maximilian,
whom the Church has since 1971 venerated as “Blessed”, in a particular way
made himself like Christ. …Maximilian did not die, but “gave his life… for his
brother”. And in this human death of his there was a clear witness borne to
Christ: the witness borne in Christ to the dignity of man, to the sanctity of his
life and to the saving power of death, in which the power of love is made
manifest.
…Precisely for this reason the death of Maximilian Kolbe became a sign of
victory. This was a victory won over all the system of contempt and hate for
man and for what is divine in man, a victory like that won by our Lord Jesus
Christ on Calvary. The Church accepts this sign of victory, won through the
power of Christ’s Redemption, with reverence and gratitude. She seeks to discern its eloquence with all humility and love.
…In judging the cause of Blessed Maximilian Kolbe even after his Beatification – It was necessary to take into consideration many
voices of the People of God, especially of our Brothers in the episcopate, both in Poland and also in Germany, who asked that
Maximilian Kolbe be proclaimed as a martyr saint. And so, in virtue of my apostolic authority, I have decreed that Maximilian Maria
Kolbe, who, after his Beatification, was venerated as a Confessor, shall henceforth be venerated also as a Martyr!
“Precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of His faithful ones.” Amen.
Excerpts of the Homily of Pope John Paul II, at the Canonization of Fr. Maximilian Kolbe, October 10, 1982 *Franciszek Gajowniiczek died March 13, 1995.

- It was 1982 – The year of my Silver Jubilee as a Consecrated Religious- and the only
time I turned on the Midnight News. What I heard changed my life. Before the TV screen revealed the picture, the words hit my
ears –“Startling news has come out of the Vatican!”
The “startling news’ was that Father Maximilian Kolbe, beatified as a Confessor, would be canonized in October as a Martyr of
Charity. No saint had ever been beatified and canonized in 2 different categories – and no one, in the history of the Church, had
ever been a Martyr of Charity.
Before I went to sleep, I challenged the new martyr: If you want to work a first class miracle, I can be at your Canonization in
October ! (Outside of a miracle, a trip to Rome was impossible.)
It was no problem for Saint Maximilian. He handled every detail. I even sat on the bus with his only living relatives present for the
canonization, and got to hug Franciszek Gajowniczek, the man he died for.
It was the best Silver Jubilee!
Sister Carolyn Mary Cossack, SMMI

A SOURCE OF COURAGE Years ago, a priest
shared an experience: It was a hot Saturday
afternoon in Brooklyn and no one came to
confession, so Father decided to leave a little early.
Just then, the church door opened. After a quick
glance, the priest ducked back into the confessional. A boy, with is
baseball cap tucked under his arm and a bat in his hand, walked with
deliberate steps up the middle aisle. Once, inside the box, he knelt,
“Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. You name it – and I’ve done it.”
I shared this story with a group of parents whose children were
preparing for their first Confession. Sometime later, one of the fathers
involved stopped me to thank me. “Sister, the story of that boy gave
me courage. I hadn’t been to confession for years. But, after your
story, I rang the rectory doorbell and said, “Father, I need to go to
Confession. You name it, and I’ve done it!” Sr Carolyn Mary Cossack, SMMI
Jane recently joined our MI prayer village. When we
realized that she did not have a shower for her
wedding, we quickly came together to put an
impromptu wedding shower for her two days before
the wedding in Holy Name of Jesus Church. The
food and company was wonderful. Jane was
blessed to be able to have her new mother-in-law attend since she
had arrived for the wedding. We prayed a decade of the rosary
together to begin the shower. Sr. Carolyn had tutored the couple in
Catechesis in preparation for their marriage. Scott and Jane were
married on August 11th! Congratulations!

Installation of the Fifth Bishop of the Diocese of Bridgeport will
take place on Thursday, September 19th, at 2PM at St. Theresa
Church in Trumbull, CT.
Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano will be installed by His
Excellency the Most Reverend Henry J. Mansell, D.D.,
Archbishop of Hartford.

Sr. Carolyn at the MI Youth
Summer Camp in Marytown
in July!

Our chapel and prayer schedule at
Holy Name of Jesus Convent, 305 Washington Blvd., Stamford, CT 06902
(203) 323-4546 until 8PM
Weekday chapel schedule: 7:30 AM Rosary, 8:00 AM Mass
Holy Hour for Life – Every Wed 11-12 Mass in Church at 12:15PM
Holy Hour to pray for priests, religious and vocations – 2nd Fri at 7PM
MI meeting – 3rd Sunday of the month -4PM – 6PM Children welcome!

www.sistersminormi.org

Message from the Respect Life Office of the Diocese of Bridgeport.
Below is a very IMPORTANT link to the USCCB Conscience
Protection website. I strongly encourage you to go to the website!
The USCCB has created access to some very helpful and QUICK
resources to guide you in speaking up for conscience protection.
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/conscienceprotection/ Our voices still need to be heard! Please continue to be
vigilant in speaking up and speaking out.
HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 11-12 AT
OUR CONVENT, PLEASE JOIN US!
Please sign the petition against funding the Healthcare Plan
Link to sign petition against funding
Healing Mass with Fr. Fernando Suarez on Thursday, August
29th, at St. Luke Parish in Westport, CT at 6:30 PM please join
your prayers with those participating in this Mass. Visit
www.fatherfernando.com for prayer requests.
Coloring Pages Transfiguration,
Crowning of Our Lady

Resurrection,

Holy Name of Jesus Celebrated their Harvest Festival (Dozynki)
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festival. One parishioner made this image of Our Blessed Mother
from grain, beans, flower petals and pasta, to be carried in
procession at the Mass of Celebration.

Are you willing to make sacrifices for the conversion of
Sinners? Jacinta was so eager in making sacrifices for the
conversion of sinners that not one chance was lost. There
were some children, sons of two families from Moita who were
begging, whom we met one day when we were leading the
sheep. Jacinta, seeing them said, “Let us give our lunches to
those poor people for the conversion of sinners.” … ‘This was
not only on our fasting days. We decided that every time we
met the poor children we would give them our lunches. They
were very happy with our alms and would try to meet us by
waiting for us near the roads. As soon as we saw them Jacinta
would run, carrying all our daily food, so happy as if she would
not need it later. At another time Jacinta said: “For sure, our
Lord is glad with our sacrifices because I am very, very, thirsty,
but I do not want to drink. I want to suffer for His love.
Memoirs of Sister Lucia, pg 274, 318

