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MI Monthly Formation
New MI International President

Dear MI Members and Friends,
Ever-patient in her yearning
Though her tear-filled eyes
were burning,
Mary gazed upon her Son.
Who, that sorrow
contemplating,
On that passion meditating,
Would not share the Virgin's
grief?
-Stabat Mater

MI Monthly
Intention
Immaculata,
please intercede…
that mindful of
God’s mercy we
may be willing to
make a generous
gift of ourselves to
others.

Monthly intentions can be
found at :
http://consecration.com/
National Center of the
Mission of the Immaculata
1600 West Park Avenue
Libertyville, IL 60048
847-367-7800, ext. 246
MI@consecration.com
MissionImmaculata.com/
Consecration.com
MI National President –
Fr. Patrick Greenough,
OFM Conv.

The MI international election and Assembly went well. Fr. Raffaelle DiMuro OFM
Conv was elected President for the next three years thus finishing the term of
Raffaella. There were no other changes on the council.
The Assembly discussed various things: World Youth Day in Kraków Poland in 2016;
the needs of the MI International Center and what the National Centers were
looking for from the International Center; the finances of the International Center
which are quite minuscule.
Every MI Member is invited to Fatima October 28-30, 2016 for an international
celebration of the 75th anniversary of Maximilian's martyrdom. The cost is 150
euros plus airfare. It would be nice to have some people from the United States and
other English speaking countries.
There is also a 100th anniversary celebration of the founding of the MI in Rome
October 16-18, 2017 where everyone will be
able to visit the sights of Maximilian from
Casa Kolbe (where he founded the MI), to
the Church of his ordination, altar of his first
Mass and an audience with the Pope. I will
be giving the English speaking tours.
In the Immaculata
Fr. Patrick Greenough OFM Conv
MI International Vice President
February 5-7 MI International Assembly
At the Franciscan Seraficum College in Rome the MI International Assembly elected
Fr. RAFFAELE DI MURO, OFM Conv the MI International President. The MI of the
United States promises our prayers and best wishes!

Kolbe, Martyr of Charity and a Sign of God's Mercy
The splendid certainty of God's mercy filled Maximillian's heart. He saw in his life
and the life of his confreres how the Lord, and through the maternal love of the
Immaculate, takes care of people and leads souls to the door of salvation. In
particular, the saint testified how even those farthest from a certain spiritual
journey may encounter God’s love, and completely change their life. The certainty
of Divine Charity spurred Saint Maximilian to give of himself. A constant drive
toward martyrdom marked every phase of his life. The following table synthesizes
this.
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Saint Maximillian's Drive Toward Martyrdom

fatherdavidbird.blogspot.com

Prayer in Preparation for
the MI National Elective
Assembly
O Immaculata, Spouse of
the Holy Spirit, we gather
around you in prayer as did
the disciples in the Upper
Room. Intercede for us
that we might be aflame
with the gifts of the Spirit
as we prepare for our
National Assembly and
elections so that we might
be your true instruments,
consecrated to your
Immaculate Heart. Amen.
-composed by MI
National Assistant, Fr.
Stephen McKinley,
OFM Conv.

Martyrdom in his
childhood

A painful childhood and youth: the death of his young
brothers, the family poverty, the hardships of his parents.

Martyrdom in his
adult years

Fraternal misunderstandings of his prophetic mission, poverty
and difficulty in the pioneer missionary activity. Sickness.

Martyrdom in his
final days

Arrest, imprisonment, and death in the concentration camp.

The mystery of the cross marked Maximillian's entire life. The constant pull toward
martyrdom enveloped his existence, and embraced the two world wars. The death
of his young brothers and the poverty of his family which forced them to make
great sacrifices, characterized Kolbe's childhood. Little Raymond grew up amidst
his loved ones' sorrow, yet was consoled by the Immaculata. He readily accepted
with enthusiasm the crowns of purity and martyrdom from Her. Even Brother
Maximillian's life in the friary was filled with moments of sorrow and trial. Brother
Maximillian, beginning in his formation, showed himself an authentic pioneer and
Franciscan missionary. The Militia, the Knight, and the City of the Immaculata not
only expressed his natural inspirations, but also extreme docility to the Holy Spirit's
movements, which he always tried to follow. His superiors and brothers often made
him suffer by their closure to the supernatural novelty. Still, he serenely persevered,
certain the cross purifies and blesses every activity coming from the Almighty.
Physical suffering factored into this cross. His unstable health caused him to enter
a sanatorium, and often created big problems. Finally, the martyrdom in Auschwitz
was not only his heroic death for the father of a family. He also bore the day to day
weariness of humiliation, physical suffering and the need to spiritually sustain the
faith of his companions. This hypothesis of martyrdom showed itself throughout
his life. Giving his life happened day by day, in the friary and apostolate, in his
simple attempts to lead men to the joy of holiness, and the loving presence of God
and the Immaculata. He spent his life in
community, enriching his mission through the
exercise of the virtue of patience and the spirit of
oblation. They were two forms of martyrdom, a
precious and painful prelude to the highest
sacrifice of Auschwitz. Definitely, being a martyr,
that is to say, testifying to the faith in an extreme
manner, was in the DNA of Saint Maximilian who
made of this dimension of his spiritual journey the
most precious element of his apostolate.
-Fr. Raffaele Di Muro,
MI International Assistant
Translated by Antonia Velasco & Ann O’Donnell
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For Reflection
Reflect on the following words of Saint Maximilian:
“What great echo does the mere invocation of “Mary” - perhaps with a soul steeped in darkness, dryness, and
even in the misfortune of sin - produce in her Heart who loves us so much!”(KW 509)
“Let ourselves be led more and more perfectly by the Immaculata, to any place and in any way she wants to
take us, so that, by fulfilling our duties well, we may help to ensure that all souls are won over to her love." (KW
960).
"You alone have destroyed all heresies in the entire world. Let me be a fit instrument in your immaculate and
merciful hands for introducing and increasing your glory to the greatest possible degree in all the many strayed
and indifferent souls, and thus help extend, as far as possible, the blessed kingdom of the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus. For wherever you enter, you obtain the grace of conversion and growth in holiness, since it is through
your hands that all graces come to us from the Most Sweet Heart of Jesus. " (KW 37)


Report of MI International for the Elective Assembly
Rome, February 5-7, 2016 by Fr. Raffaele Di Muro
The journey of the MI on an international level was shaken by the sudden death of its President, Raffaella
Aguzzoni. If, on the one hand, her death is a source of great pain and loss, on the other hand she left a precious
heritage that must be cultivated and valued as the result of a vision that could be called prophetic. In fact, the
late mourned "Raffa", in sharing with the International Council, had outlined the following important goals.
- To foster communion among members of the MI all over the world. What matters is working together as a
“team” in a spirit of unity and harmony, regardless of any differences, rather than efficiency itself. Patience and
perseverance turn out as the fundamental virtues for this.
- To train lay “leaders” that can make the most of the MI apostolate in all areas of society and in every
country of the world, and to form well-trained assistants
to ensure fidelity to Kolbe’s charisma and prophecy.
- To create structures equipped with Presidents and
Councils within the MI, in accord with the new General
Statutes, which can promote the work as a “team”,
avoiding the risks of solitary and sterile efforts.
- To increase the value of the entrustmentconsecration to the Immaculate, who is and remains the
heart of the MI spirituality, rediscovering above all the
missionary aspect, sometimes dormant or forgotten.
- To spread the MI’s formation, offering the Kolbean
itinerary, both in Poland and Rome, as a time of reflection
and deep spiritual experience.
- To help the MI International Center to grow and
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develop through a greater collaboration with the National Centers, with whom it is essential to weave tighter
bonds.
- To strengthen the youth movement now when the MI International is a part of the organizing committee of
World Youth Day.
- To stabilize the economic security of the International Center, little supported by the National Centers.
- To publicize the formation of Miles Immaculatae that deserves to be published in multiple languages
(currently there are only Italian and Polish editions).
- To promote the Writings of Kolbe in all languages (we greet with joy the English language version and the
translation project in Croatian).
With her insights and her confrontation with the International Council, Raffaella has charted a way forward that
is worth pursuing because it is in line with what the Church asks of our movement. The points just mentioned
are an itinerary already started with goals yet to be achieved in their fullness.
Among the greatest achievements of the MI Council is the Holy See's approval of the renewed General
Statutes, fruit of a long process, which now allow our Association to move more in line with the current needs
of the Church. Obviously, there is still much work to be done, especially in making them known and their
implementation.
From February 5 to 7 the International Assembly will be held. It will elect the new President. It is a great
challenge, which, if accepted with faith and willingness, will allow the movement to continue the work of
Raffaella and of the Council, reaching the results required by the prophecy that the MI represents and by the
path that the Church walks.
The new President and the Council will have to schedule two events of great importance for the progress of the
Association:
-

The organization of the Fatima Congress, scheduled for late October 2016;
The preparation and implementation of the centenary celebrations of the MI in the year 2017.

These are strategic events for conferring on the MI the missionary impulse, which is proper to our movement,
according to the teachings of St. Maximilian and those who have been a part of this long-time journey.
In addition, several important visits are being planned to MI national sites:
- In Spain, where there is the birth of the M.I., young and promising (there are two visits planned in 2016).
- In Poland, October of this year, there will be the renewal of the government of the MI.
- In the US and Brazil where local assemblies will be held that will confirm the achievements done in these
countries.
- In Asia, with particular reference to the movement in Japan, Korea and India, which are very alive but poorly
connected to the international indications.
- In Africa, where the MI is growing in Burkina Faso, Kenya and the Ivory Coast. These realities need help to
grow and be supported.
The MI is expected to be an ambitious project that involves prayer and application. We believe that Raffaella is
our angel in heaven. She, along with St. Maximilian and the Immaculate, watch over our steps. We are very
grateful to her and we feel intensely her presence.
Rome, February 5, 2016
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MI National News
FIRST ELECTIVE ASSEMBLY for the MI to be held for the United States! June 3–5, 2016—Marytown. Please
pray! See prayer composed by Fr. Steve McKinley, OFM Conv on page 2.


MI Youth & Young Adults News
After eighteen years of devoted and loving service, MI Youth & Young Adults National Coordinator, Shevawn
Pearson, has resigned. She will be deeply missed by all who worked with her and by the thousands of young
people throughout the United States whose lives have been transformed by MI Youth programs and retreats.
May the Immaculata fill her with an abundance of grace as she pursues new endeavors!
To ensure the continuity of the MI Youth programs, the MI National Council approved the formation of an
Interim MI Youth Team who will be responsible for finding candidates to fill the positions of MI Youth & Young
Adults National Director and National Core Team.
The members of the MI Youth Interim Team are Emma Hegarty, Sheila Wight, Rachael Fox, Antonella Di Piazza
and Friar Thomas Fetz.
Please pray for the Interim Team and STAY TUNED for more news to come during this Jubilee Year of Mercy
and the 75th anniversary year of St. Maximilian’s martyrdom!
All for the Immaculata!


The Writing of
St. Maximilian Kolbe
in English!

Please send me The Writings of St. Maximilian Kolbe two volume set.
___________ Sets ($95.00/Set + $15.00 S&H = $110.00/set) $___________ Total Enclosed
Payment Method ___________Check ___________MasterCard/Visa Card Number_____________________________________________
Expiration Date________ / ________ CVV2#________ Name_______________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State___________________________________________________________________________________ ZIP__________________
Phone_________________________________________ Email_____________________________________________________________
Make check payable to Marytown Press
Illinois residents add 7% sales tax ($6.65/set)
Marytown Press • 1600 W. Park Ave • Libertyville, IL 60048 • 800-743-1177
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Upcoming Events At The
National Center
Marytown:
- March 5th: The Writings of St.
Maximilian Maria Kolbe - Book
Presentation and Celebration (R.S.V.P.
Marytown Press, 1-800-743-1177)
- March 12, Day of Preparation for
Consecration to Mary, Talks, video
presentations, testimonies of MI members,
Mass and buffet lunch (9:00 A.M.to 4:30
P.M.) Consecration Ceremony will be held
during the 12 Noon Mass on March 19, the
Solemnity of St. Joseph.
- March 19, Lenten Day of Recollection
for Young Adults, "Preparing for Christ
with Our Most Sorrowful Mother."
- MI Marian Retreat for men, women
and married couples. Theme:"Do whatever
He tells you" (April 22-24, 2016). See flyer.
(847) 367-7800 ext. 246. (see flyer)

MI Pilgrimage to Poland
Call soon! Space is limited!
In the Footsteps of St. Maximilian Kolbe
The MI National Office is planning this event during the Jubilee Year of Mercy with Mater Dei Tours.
September 6-17,2016 Contact: www.materdeitours.com Tel: 800-515-2632.


MI Midwest
Consecration-midwest
Kansas City, MO
http://www.consecration-midwest.org
Some of the Lenten activities of our Villages in our parishes are:
- Finishing the wonderful DVD series Mary, a Biblical Walk With the Blessed Mother by Edward Sri;
- Praying the Stations of the Cross with Mary;
- Planning Divine Mercy Sunday and leading the Divine Mercy Chaplet prayer.

MI Formation compiled by Father Kolbe Missionaries

Layout-America Ornelas

MI Monthly Formation March 2016

Page 7

MI Midwest (continued)
Our acts of Mercy are showing up at the St Mary’s Food Kitchen to serve meals, getting information to the
prisons and jails about St Maximilian Kolbe, sitting with the sick and dying in Hospice and helping out with
funeral lunches. - Christine Rossi
Modesto, CA
St Joseph Church http://www.stjmod.com/outreach-ministries.html
MI Adult Prayer Village
MI Family Village
Inmaculada Español
10th Annual Marian Retreat was a time of reflection and prayer for MI members in this 75th anniversary of
Kolbe’s martyrdom. MI members renewed their love for the Kolbean Marian spirituality of total consecration.
English Speakers: Iconographer-Vivian Imbruglia, Pastor of in Castro Valley, CA Fr. Thomas Czeck, OFM Conv.,
FKM Jillian Cooke
Spanish Speakers: Fr. Kolbe Volunteers-Gustavo & Ines Corona, Pastor of St. Joseph Parish- Fr. Mark Wagner.
West Haven, UT
MI Families of the Immaculata Village
St Mary’s Catholic Church www.stmary.org
1st Sunday 12:30PM miutah.stmary@gmail.com
We enjoyed viewing Bishop Barrons' DVD entitled "Conversion" in February. It was on "The Rich Blind Man". It
taught us to be careful not to let our possessions "possess" us and to follow the example of St. John Paul II in
living a life of spiritual poverty.
We are SUPER EXCITED about our annual silent Marian Lenten Retreat March 12 entitled In Your Place: Kolbe,
A Man of Charity and a Sign of God's Mercy, with guest MI speaker John W. Galten, past MI National Vice
President from Santa Rosa, CA.
Retreat participants will wear commemorative tee shirts and a special exhibit will be dedicated to the new
Kolbe Writings, due soon from the publisher.
Fr. Kolbe Missionaries
West Covina, CA www. kolbemision.org/en
fkmissionaries@gmail.com 626/917-0040
Mary Rose Timmons, from Hawaii, pays a visit to the
Missionaries, sharing about her work with youth on the island.
She loves to tell them about St. Maximillian and the Blessed
Mother.
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Book Presentation and Celebration!

Father Kolbe Missionaries, Calendar

Join us for this historic event celebrating the publication of the
first English critical edition of the Writings of St. Maximilian
Kolbe. Presented by General Editior, Antonella Di Piazza,
Fr. Kolbe Missionary of the Immaculata.

March
5 Mission Today 2016 Conference
Merciful Like the Father; Created in His Image
March 31 Thursday 7-9PM
April 2 Saturday 2-5PM
St. Christopher Parish in West Covina, CA
Fr.
Kolbe
Missionary
Center
9:30AM-4PM, $
Speakers: Kathleen Buckley Domingo, MTh (Associate Director Office of Life, Justice, and Peace Archdiocese
of Los Angeles) Human Life: Honoring the Image of God
FKM Jillian Cooke, MTh, MAPM Forming the Conscience: Orienting our Moral Compass towards the Image of
God and Making a Good Confession: Healing and Strengthening between the Image and God
1&8 Catholic Conversation 7PM Suffering
2,9,16, 23 Wednesday MI Women, 7-8:30PM Sharing scripture together
11 Teens to the MAX 5-9PM
17 & 24 MI Women 7-8:30 PM 20 Families to the MAX 2-5:30PM
April
2 Preparation for Total Consecration 10-12PM St Christopher Church, West Covina, CA
4 Annunciation Holy Mass with rite of Total Consecration, Fr. Jonathan Meyer, 7PM FKM Center
6 MI Spanish Village, 9AM-1PM


Sick and Suffering
Anita Jimenez, wife of 67 years, mother of nine children and many grandchildren. Passed
peacefully on February 27. West Covina, CA.
Lorraine Hoonhout critically ill with cancer. Glendora, CA

Anita Jimenez

Fr. John P. Grigus, OFM Conv, Rector of the National Shrine of St. Maximilian Kolbe wrote:
Most know that I had a recent bout with acute pneumonia, which landed me in the hospital, and most also
now know that I was diagnosed with some cancer which will need ongoing treatment and follow-up. In
particular I wanted to write this note to thank you for all your prayers, mass offerings, flowers and cards sent
to me. The expression of love and support from all of you has been incredible.... Thank you so much. You
truly are a gift to me...I treasure this cross as a gift , a gift to make me more of an instrument in Our Lord and
Lady’s hands as St. Maximilian always sought to be....So let us together entrust ourselves and all our needs
to the care of Our Lord through the maternal intercession of Our Lady. They are attentive to us and will help
us.
With gratitude and love in the Two Hearts, Fr. Grigus
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Year of Mercy
24 Hours for the Lord
March 4-5
In a universal effort to make Christ’s mercy more manifest during the
season of Lent, the Vatican is asking parishes worldwide to make the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharistic adoration available for a 24hour period on March 4-5. Called “24 Hours for the Lord,” the initiative,
now in its third year, places the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the heart
of what it means to be a people and a Church of mercy.
“The mercy of God is a proclamation made to the world, a proclamation
which each Christian is called to experience at first-hand.” Pope Francis

Links
MI International Calendar http://www.mi-international.org/calendario.asp?month 12&year-2015
US Catholic Conference of Bishops www.usccb.org
Zenit News Service info@zenit.org


Tema de la MI para marzo del 2016

Intención mensual de la MI

Kolbe, mártir de la caridad y signo de

Inmaculada, por favor
intercede…

la misericordia de Dios

la conciencia de la
misericordia de Dios nos
haga disponibles a abrirnos
al don generoso de nosotros
mismos.

La conciencia del amor misericordioso de Dios es la espléndida seguridad que
domina el corazón de Maximiliano. Él experimenta en su propia experiencia de
fe y constata en la de los hermanos cómo el Señor, a través del amor maternal
de la Inmaculada, cuida de los hombres, conduciéndolos al puerto de la
salvación. En particular, el santo da testimonio de cómo incluso las personas
más alejadas de un camino espiritual significativo tienen la oportunidad de conocer el amor de Dios y de
cambiar completamente su estilo de vida. La seguridad de la caridad divina lo lleva a donarse a sí mismo, que es
la constante de toda su vida, enriquecida en cada etapa por su tender en forma significativa al martirio. La
siguiente tabla sintetiza esta lógica.

Predisposición al martirio de San Maximiliano
Martirio en la
infancia

Infancia y juventud dolorosas: muerte de sus hermanitos, pobreza de la familia, dificultades
de los padres.

Martirio ordinario Incomprensiones fraternas en su ministerio profético, pobreza y dificultades en la actividad
misionera de vanguardia. Enfermedad.
Martirio en la
madurez

Arresto, prisión y muerte en el campo de concentración.
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Toda la vida de San Maximiliano está marcada por el misterio de la cruz. Su tender al martirio es una constante
que compromete su vida y que "abraza" las dos guerras mundiales. La infancia y la juventud de Kolbe se
caracterizan por la muerte de sus hermanitos y por la pobreza de la familia que se ve obligada a grandes
sacrificios para la supervivencia. El pequeño Raimundo asiste al gran dolor de su familia uniéndose a ellos, si
bien con el consuelo de la Inmaculada que lo visita proponiéndole las coronas de la pureza y del martirio y que él
acepta con disponibilidad y entusiasmo.
Incluso la vida conventual se presenta colmada de momentos de dolor y de prueba: fray Maximiliano, ya desde
el período de formación, se revela como un verdadero pionero de la vida y de la misión franciscana. La Milicia, el
Caballero y la Ciudad de la Inmaculada son la expresión no sólo de su talento natural, sino también su docilidad
extrema a las mociones que vienen del Espíritu Santo, a las que él intenta siempre seguir. Todo esto no
siempre ha sido bien acogido por los superiores y hermanos, que a menudo le provocan sufrimiento debido a la
cerrazón a las novedades sobrenaturales.
Sin embargo, él continúa sereno, confiado y perseverante, con la seguridad de que es la cruz la que purifica y
bendice todas las actividades que provienen del Altísimo. A esto hay que añadir el sufrimiento físico causado
por sus precarias condiciones de salud que lo obligan a internarse y con frecuencia le crean grandes problemas.
Llegamos finalmente a la madurez del martirio que se da en Auschwitz y que no
está representado sólo por la muerte heroica en el lugar de un padre de familia,
sino también en el vivir día tras día las humillaciones, el dolor físico e interior y
el tener que sostener la fe de sus compañeros. Es la apoteosis del martirio que
se revela casi continuamente durante toda su existencia. Su donar la vida se
realiza día a día en su vida conventual y de apostolado, en su intento de
entregar a cada hermano la alegría de la santidad y de la amorosa presencia de
Dios y de la Inmaculada. El se entrega en la vida de la fraternidad haciendo
preciosa su misión en virtud de la paciencia y del espíritu de sacrificio, por el
cual acepta las controversias e incomprensiones de la realidad conventual. Son
dos formas de martirio que constituyen un precioso y doloroso preludio del
altísimo sacrificio de Auschwitz. En última instancia, su ser mártir, es decir
testigo de la fe hasta el final, está en el ADN de San Maximiliano, que hace de
esta dimensión de su camino espiritual el elemento más precioso de todo su
apostolado.



Para la reflexión
Reflexiona sobre las siguientes expresiones de San Maximiliano:
- La mera invocación "María ", tal vez con el alma sumergida en la oscuridad, en la aridez e incluso en la
desgracia del pecado, qué eco produce en Su Corazón que nos ama tanto» (EK 509).
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- Dejémonos conducir siempre más perfectamente por la Inmaculada, en cualquier lugar y de cualquier
manera que Ella quiera que estemos, para que cumpliendo bien nuestros deberes, ayudemos a asegurar que
todas las almas sean conquistadas por su amor» (SK 960).
- Sólo tú has destruido todas las herejías del mundo entero, para que en tus manos inmaculadas y
misericordiosas yo pueda convertirme en un instrumento útil para aumentar y hacer partícipes del Reinado de
Tu Sagrado Corazón a la mayor cantidad de hermanos que están perdidos, desorientados o son indiferentes. De
hecho, donde Tú entras, obtienes la gracia de la conversión y santificación, porque toda gracia llega a través de
tus manos, del Sagrado Corazón de Jesús hasta nosotros» (SK 37).

P. Raffaelle Di Muro
MI Presidente Internacional


Fr. Kolbe Missionaries of the Immaculata
MI Spanish Village
El sabado 13 de febrero del presente año, realizamos en casa de las Misioneras de la Inmaculada Padre Kolbe,
nuestro Retiro Anual en Silencio como preparación a la Cuaresma del 2016, llevaba por título
"MISERICORDIOSOS COMO EL PADRE".
Tal evento se realizó con la ayuda incondicional de las hermanas Misioneras y el grupo de voluntarios y
voluntarias que ahí servimos.
Iniciamos con la Santa Misa celebrada por el Padre Miguel Angel Menjivar, quien nos dio una excelente homilía
enriquecida con su testimonio de vida. El Padre César Fonseca realizó las confesiones y nos hizo una solemne
Exposición del Santísimo, quien fue nuestro invitado especial por el resto del día.
Gracias a Dios y a la Inmaculada por habernos permitido un lindo tiempo de contemplación con Ellos. Y a todas
las personas que asistieron por su misericordioso silencio que también fue parte del éxito del Retiro.
-Carmen Marquez
Centro Nacional del la MI
Oficina Hispana de la Milicia de la Inmaculada
Fr. Kolbe Missionaries
531 E Merced Ave
West Covina, CA 91790
626-917-0040
FKMissionaries@gmail.com
http://www.kolbemission.org/es/home
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